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STAGE ARCHITECTURE CONSULTANT TO BE FEATURED 
AT UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA SCHOOL PLANNING MEETING
James Hull Miller, a stage architecture consultant from Shreveport, La., will be 
the featured speaker during a May 22-23 School Planning Workshop at the University of 
Montana.
Miller, a free-lance designer and writer, has been a professional in theater 
since 1937. He has designed over 75 stages in the United States, Puerto Rico and Canada 
and his clients include colleges, community theaters and schools. Miller's writings 
on technical aspects of the theater have been published in several professional and 
general circulation magazines, including the "National Observer."
Dr. Robert H. Johnson, Jr., a professor of education at UM and director of the 
School Planning Center, said the meeting primarily will be devoted to auditorium and 
stage design but a portion of the program will deal with other facilities. Architects, 
superintendents and school board members have been invited, Dr. Johnson said, but other 
persons are welcome to attend the sessions in the Lodge Yellowstone Room.
Miller will work with architects on new concepts in theatrical design throughout 
the first day of the workshop. During the afternoon session, Billings architect F.W. 
Gustafson will describe "The Role of the Architect in School Planning."
On May 23, Miller will tell of "The Importance of Planning the Auditorium and 
Stage." That afternoon, Dr. Johnson and Miller will lead a panel discussion on the 
value of school planning. Panelists will be William Fox of the Missoula architectural 
firm of Fox, Balias and Barrow; Shelby Bewley, superintendent of Missoula County High 
School, and William Anderson, school superintendent in Poison.
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The UM School Planning Center, one of four in the U.S., was established in 1965. 
Since its inception, Planning Center consultants from the University faculty have worked 
in 12 school districts throughout the state in solving educational problems and develop­
ing instructional intent programs. The Center is supported primarily by grants from 
the Educational Facilities Laboratory enabling school districts to pay only nominal 
fees for the consulting services.
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